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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on August 1, 2003. Claims 1-14 
are pending. Claims 1-14 represent secure management protocol. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the appliance" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purpose of prior art rejection 
Examiner will construe it as "the managed appliance". Appropriated correction is 
required. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the transmission" in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purpose of prior art rejection 
Examiner will construe it as "the managed appliance". Appropriated correction is 
required. 
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3. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Win 
et al. U.S. 6,182,142 in view of Agerholm et al. U.S. 7,093,008. 

Win teaches the invention substantially as claimed including distributed access 
management of information resources (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Win teaches a system comprising: 

A workstation communicatively coupled to a network (figure 1, item 100)); and 
A managed appliance communicatively coupled to the network (figure 1, item 

106); 
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Wherein the workstation operatively initiates a management session with the 
managed appliance by establishing a secure sockets layer connection with the 
managed appliance and then issuing a login request to the managed appliance (column 
67, lines 48-61; column 22, line 66 to column 23, line 5; figure 5B).. 

Win fails to teach explicitly a transmission of Simple Network Management 
Protocol (SNMP) commands. 

However, Agerholm teaches a transmission of Simple Network Management 
Protocol (SNMP) commands (figure 3A; column 3, lines 54-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Win in view of Agerholm to provide a transmission of 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) commands occurs over the secure 
sockets layer connection by using a secure sockets layer communication method. One 
would be motivated to do so to allow encapsulating SNMP into HTTP traffic (abstract). 

As to claim 2, Win teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the change is adding 
a node to the plurality of nodes (column 6, lines 64-67, Wieland discloses adding a 
device to a list). 

As to claim 3, Win teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the managed 
appliance responds to the login request by transmitting a login reply across the network 
(column 11, lines 22-28). 
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As to claim 4, Win teaches the system of claim 3, wherein the login reply is a 
message that includes status data reflecting the status of the login request (column 1 1 , 

* ■ 

line 66 to column 12, line 3). 

As to claims 5, 6 and 7, Win teaches the system of claims 1 , 5 and 1 , 
respectively, wherein, during the management session, the workstation request 
objects identifier data from the managed appliance, the managed appliance transmits 
object identifier data to the workstation and during the management session, the 
workstation set the value of an object identifier in the managed appliance (column 1 1 , 
line 55 to column 12, line 10). 

As to claims 8, 9 and 10, Win teaches the system of claims 1 , 8 and 9, 
respectively, wherein, during the management session, the workstation writes a file to 
the managed appliance, transmits a request message to the managed appliance 
containing a name of the file and a size of the file, and the managed appliance . 
transmits a reply message to the workstation in response to the request message 
(figure 5B). 

As to claims 11,12 and 13, Win teaches the system of claims 1,11 and 12, 
respectively, wherein, during the management session, the workstation reads a file 
from the managed appliance, wherein the workstation transmits to the managed 
appliance an identification of a name of he file to be read, and wherein the managed 
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appliance transmits blocks of data comprising the file to the workstation, said blocks of 
data being transmitted one at a time (column 9, lines 53-62; figure 5B). 

As to claim 14, Win teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the workstation 
transmits a broadcast message to the managed appliance (figure 5A). 

5. Citation of Relevant Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art: 6,944,761 and 6,134,581. 



6. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4010. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
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